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Water Movement in 
California 

— Central Valley Project
— State Water Project
— Local Projects

The Delta
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Hub of California’s Water



Key Delta Risks

Bay Area Faults
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 100-year-old man-made levee system is old 
and fragile

 Much of the land has subsided below sea level

 Future sea level rise and changing weather 
patterns will put greater pressure on the levees 

A Vulnerable & Incomplete System



The BDCP is…
…a long-term strategy to secure California’s 
water supplies and improve the ecosystem 
of the Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta.

The BDCP Co-Equal Goals



A retrofit of the 

existing system 

that secures it 

from risk of 

flood, 

earthquake and 

sea level rise in 

the Delta is the 

most sensible 

approach 



The BDCP is Important 
for California



The BDCP Would Benefit 
Millions of Californians

The BDCP is one part of California’s overall water 
portfolio. It aims to protect our unique Delta 
ecosystem and secure water supplies for a vast 
part of the California economy.



Southern California’s 
Diverse Water Supplies

• 25% - Colorado River

• 30% - State Water Project (Delta)

• 45% - Local Supplies
– Los Angeles Aqueduct

– Conservation

– Recycling

– Groundwater

– Desalination

25% 
Colorado River

LA Aqueduct

Colorado River 
AqueductConservation, 

Recycling, 
Groundwater

State 
Water 
Project



BDCP Cost and Funding…
…implemented over a 50-year period.

1The availability of federal funds will be contingent on future federal appropriations.
2Program oversight includes monitoring and research, management/administration, changed 
circumstances, and property tax revenue replacement.



An Investment Long Overdue

$$$ ¢



The BDCP is Guided by the 
Best Available Science



Failure is Not an Option



Thank You!

Richard Atwater

Southern California Water Committee


