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 Reintroduction of native fish species to Coal Creek 



Five years ago, Rainbow 

Darters — expected 

inhabitants but missing 

from the creek — were 

placed in it.  Health Day 

results from last year and 

Friday confirmed  

the species  

is reproducing… 

"We're teaching them 

(students) the creek is 

more important than just 

water going down a 

channel," said Charlie 

Saylor with TVA. 

CCWF board 

member Carol Moore 

sent Charlie an 

email, thanking  

him for his 

participation… 



Appalachian 

Regional 

Reforestation 

Initiative 

CEO Daniel Roling agreed: "Everything we have been seeing across 

the country in reforestation suggests this is the way to go.” 

Restoring the American chestnut to the 

Appalachian Mountains on mined land prepared 

by the Forestry Reclamation Approach… 



State Sen. Becky Duncan Massey (left) 

and OSM forester Chris Miller (right) 

planting American chestnut seedlings  

When you help CEO’s, elected 

officials, and leaders of 

government agencies get good 

press coverage, you make 

friends and clients for life. 

Looking your best 

in photographs! 



Victoria Wright (above left and 

lower right) is the poster child for 

our scholars program…  

She conducted research for Dr. Eirug 

Davies of Harvard University on the Welsh 

miners and iron workers who helped East 

Tennessee rebuild after the Civil War.   



Victoria Wright, a 17-year-old 

senior at Anderson County High 

School said… "My plan is to go to 

the University of Tennessee to 

study engineering.”  

Now, that's something the 

Lords of the Isles could 

appreciate:  a maiden becoming 

educated in the ways of iron. 

This is how you make a difference 

in people’s lives:  You go into a 

community, soak up the history, 

locate the central elementary 

school, and start teaching the 

children they matter and that they 

are descended from Welsh Lords 

of the Isles. 



http://enr.construction.com/


“Being quoted in ENR is a 

great start to Victoria’s 

engineering career!” 

Debra’s response upon learning of Victoria's scholarship 

award: "The industry needs more iron maidens.” 

How can you be seen as the 

proverbial “White Knight”  

in your community? 

So far, we’ve helped 33 of our scholars attend college… 



"You can get a Kindle 

Fire, iPods, Nerf guns, 

skateboards, but I want 

The Xbox." 

“It’s working!  Now, 

free time is focused 

on reading and 

encouraging others 

to read.” 

“It makes it 

more fun  

to read.” 

If you’re too cheap to invest in Engineering Better Readers… 

http://www.engineersleadership.org/


Write editorials for 

newspapers where  

you live or work to 

share your expertise  

with others… 



Developing skill in writing editorials helps prepare you for the  

day when you and/or your industry come under attack 



In 2012, environmentalists 

teamed with faith-based 

organizations to get coal mining 

banned in TN.  I call that 

alliance, THE EMPIRE… 

We found out the hard way that 

Tennessee is “low-hanging fruit” 

in the Beyond Coal Campaign… 



Meanwhile, TV ads funded by THE EMPIRE ran state-wide:  

We love our mountains in Tennessee, but those mountains are under attack! 



(The pristine Great Smoky Mountains shown in the ads contain no coal-bearing formations).   

(The active mining shown in the ads was done around Hazard, KY, not in TN). 



The mining shown in the TSVPA 

ads enables Hazard, Kentucky, to 

expand above floodplain level  

at no cost to taxpayers... 

…whereas mountains in 

the Tennessee coalfields 

were severely impacted 

by unregulated strip 

mining after  

World War II… 



An email sent to my clients and potential clients 

from the Tennessee Mining Association… 

 

Today the Knoxville News Sentinel published an 

opinion article by Barry Thacker extolling the virtues 

of Tennessee’s mining industry and the pitfalls of 

the Tennessee Scenic Vistas Protection Act 

(TSVPA).  

  

With only days left until the Tennessee Senate will 

vote on this important issue, it would be great if we 

could generate enough interest to expose the facts 

of this debate.  

That’s enough! 

Don’t shoot the messenger, but the 

“pristine” mountaintops that 

concerned citizens want to save 

from coal mining in Tennessee 

exist only in the words of  a song… 



THE EMPIRE strikes back with new 

state-wide TV ads showing re-

mined sites in Tennessee…  

Environmentalists are being deceptive… 

Lt. Gov.  

Ron Ramsey 

Not shown in ads… 



“The most heavily-mined areas 

have the most poverty… 

“Inner cities have high poverty, yet no 

mining, so quit blaming mining and 

start attacking the root-cause of the 

problem, the education level of 

Appalachian-coalfield residents... 

Experts tell us you can’t even grow 

trees on those piles of rubble.” 

(Two can play at 

that game)… 



Before re-mining 

After re-mining and restoration 

using the Forestry Reclamation 

Approach (FRA) 

…Experts who say reclaimed mines are unfit for tree growth are wrong.”   

TACF predicts that, “Restoration of the American chestnut will be 

the greatest environmental achievement of the 21st century…” 

Researchers at area universities have documented that trees grow 

twice as fast on FRA sites as in a natural forest setting. 



TSVPA died in committee, but was endorsed by every major newspaper  

editorial board in the state, so we expect THE EMPIRE will strike back... 

In preparation for the next attack, we continue to get new 

sites listed on the National Register of Historic Places to 

promote mining history tourism in the watershed, thus 

proving that tourism and mining are compatible.    



County Mayor Terry Frank then 

reminded students how fortunate they 

are that Thacker and Moore make 

such a profound effort to educate 

Briceville students on the rich history 

of their ancestors and reward the 

students for their accomplishments.  

--We now have lots of ammunition to repel future attacks!-- 



It took the Tennessee Legislature 122 years to end its last war 

with miners, so why would it want to start a new one already? 



THE EMPIRE might want to rethink future attempts to take our mining 

jobs in Tennessee, because we own the high ground on Militia Hill now! 



 Training exercise to assess if your firm is a good corporate citizen 

1.  Attorneys assess the public image of a 

firm when advising a client on whether or 

not to file a lawsuit. You just saw what 

we’ve done to enhance our image as a 

good corporate citizen, thus making us 

less likely to be sued.     

 

2.  Start an office meeting of your senior 

professionals by explaining how 

maintaining a good corporate image is a 

powerful loss-prevention practice.  

 

3.  Ask attendees to list their 

accomplishments that enhance your 

company’s image, as well as what  

they’ve done to communicate those 

achievements.  Ask them to conduct 

Google searches to assess the 

effectiveness of their communication 

efforts.  Inform them that the meeting  

will reconvene in 20 minutes. 

5.  Then accuse them of being money-grubbing, 

corporate fat-cats, as plaintiffs’ attorneys do, 

and watch the fur fly! 

4.  After reconvening, ask, “Who’s first?”  Compile the 

findings on flip charts… 



Participants at my firm offered different 

interpretations of the same data, which led 

to healthy interaction.  That’s the politically- 

correct way to say… 

As Daisy Mae Yokum says, “Your findings may be quite revealing!” 

When asked how he would respond if a plaintiff’s attorney asks his billing rate, 

my associate Bubba said, “I would proudly proclaim that I bill out at $125/hr.” 

Was our training exercise effective? 

All said the same thing when I accused them 

of being money-grubbing, corporate fat-cats: 

Members of a jury will think, “Why that money-grubbing, 

corporate fat-cat makes $250K/yr.” Being recognized as a 

“White Knight” in your community may be your only defense, 

especially after that attorney tries to label you a serial killer. 



So, don’t miss the bus.  Visit www.coalcreekaml.com if 
you want to learn more fun ways to confront risk. 

Lawyers and 
environmentalists 
benefit from doing 
pro-bono work, so 

why not me?   

http://www.coalcreekaml.com/


•  Sit down and shut your mouth already, 

so I can return to “work”!   (^__--) 

•  Remember, what happens in Boston, 

stays in Boston!   

•  Do I have to draw you a picture?  

Members of a jury are not the only 

ones who think I make $250K/yr!  

(^__--) (^__--)  

•   SEE ATTACHED 
PHOTO FROM LAST 
NIGHT!  

Urgent Text Messages from Bubba: 



QUESTIONS? 
Barry Thacker, P.E. 

barryt@geoe.com  

mailto:barryt@geoe.com

